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(Rev. 12-12-13)

Abstention

(Excerpts from NRS Chapter 281A relevant to discussion of Carrigan v. Nevada Ethics
Commission case. The wording of the statute discussed in the Carrigan case was different than
it is today (it was amended in 2013), but the principles are still the same.)
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NRS 281A.420 Requirements regarding disclosure of conflicts of interest and abstention
from voting because of certain types of conflicts; effect of abstention on quorum and voting
requirements; exceptions.
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3. Except as otherwise provided in this section, in addition to the requirements of subsection
1, a public officer shall not vote upon or advocate the passage or failure of, but may otherwise
participate in the consideration of, a matter with respect to which the independence of judgment
of a reasonable person in the public officer’s situation would be materially affected by:

(a) The public officer’s acceptance of a gift or loan;

(b) The public officer’s significant pecuniary interest; or

() The public officer’s commitment in a private capacity to the interests of another

person.
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NRS 281A.065 “Commitment in a private capacity” defined. “Commitment in a private
capacity,” with respect to the interests of another person, means a commitment, interest or
relationship of a public officer or employee to a person:

1. Who is the spouse or domestic partner of the public officer or employee;

2. Who is a member of the household of the public officer or employee;

3. Who is related to the public officer or employee, or to the spouse or domestic partner of
the public officer or employee, by blood, adoption, marriage or domestic partnership within the
third degree of consanguinity or affinity;

4. Who employs the public officer or employee, the spouse or domestic partner of the
public officer or employee or a member of the household of the public officer or employee;

5. With whom the public officer or employee has a substantial and continuing business
relationship; or

6. With whom the public officer or employee has any other commitment, interest or
relationship that is substantially similar to a commitment, interest or relationship described in
subsections 1 to 5, inclusive. [Emphasis added]

(Added to NRS by 2013, 3763)




